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Twiga Tracker Initiative: Angolan Giraffe Tagging Report

Background

In August 2026, the Giraffe
Conservation Foundation (GCF)
carried out the latest phase of a multi-
year Angolan giraffe monitoring
programme under its Twiga Tracker
initiative. This work forms part of
GCF’s broader commitment to
understanding the movement ecology
of all four giraffe species across Africa
and generating the long-term data
needed to support evidence-based
conservation and management.

On 5-8 August 2026, GCF conducted a
GPS satellite tagging operation in the
Doro !nawas and Sorris Sorris
Conservancies in Damaraland,
northwestern Namibia. Angolan graffe
(Giraffa giraffa angolensis) in this arid
landscape occur at naturally low
densities and range across vast,
largely unfenced communal areas,
making GPS telemetry particularly
valuable for understanding their
movements, resource use, and
connectivity across the broader
landscape.

The operation builds on GCF’s long-
term monitoring efforts in
northwestern Namibia and provides
an opportunity to maintain continuity
in individual movement records.

Objective

The primary objective of the
operation was to expand and maintain
long-term GPS monitoring of Angolan
giraffe in the communal conservancy
landscape Damaraland in the
southern Kunene Region.

Telemetry data collected from these
individuals will be used to investigate
their movement, home-range
dynamics, habitat and resource use,
and landscape connectivity within this
hyper-arid environment. Continued
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monitoring will also help identify
important movement corridors and
areas of concentrated use, providing
information to support conservation
planning and management of this
free-ranging population.

Results

The GCF team successfully deployed
tail-mounted SpoorTrack GPS units on
four Angolan giraffe (two males and
two females) in the Doro !nawas and
Sorris Sorris Conservancies. Three
deployments added new individuals to
the monitoring programme, while the
fourth involved the retagging of an
adult male first fitted with a tracking
unit approximately two years earlier
in 2024,

Maintaining telemetry coverage on
this individual substantially extends an
important individual movement
dataset It provides a particularly
valuable opportunity to examine
multi-year consistency and variation in
individual ranging behaviour,
including changes in home-range
location, movement patterns, and
landscape use through time, and more
generally Angolan giraffe spatial
ecology in northwestern Namibia.

Together, these deployments expand
GCF’s Twiga Tracker monitoring
network in Damaraland and will
contribute to a growing long-term
understanding of how Angolan giraffe
persist and move through one of the
most arid landscapes occupied by
giraffe anywhere in Africa.

The individual giraffe will continue to
be monitored long-term using the GPS
satellite data with all information
shared with local conservancies and
the Namibian Ministry of
Environment, Forestry and Tourism.
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