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Khomas Environmental Educa3on Programme (KEEP) 
Update June 2026 

The second quarter of the year has come to an end, and it is time to reflect on another exciting three 
months of the Khomas Environmental Education Programme (KEEP). During this quarter, our KEEP 
team continued to provide young Namibians and their teachers from primary schools across the 
Khomas Region with engaging, field-based environmental education experiences at the Daan Viljoen 
Game Reserve. 

KEEP marks its tenth year as a well-established environmental education programme with an ever-
expanding reach and lasting impact. Over the past decade, the programme has grown remarkably, 
and we are incredibly proud of how far it has come and of the improvements we continue to make to 
enhance both our impact and the exciting experience we provide to young Namibians and their 
teachers.  

 

One of the biggest changes we have had to adapt to this year is Namibia's return to a three-term 
school calendar. As mentioned in our previous report, the shorter school terms and additional holiday 
breaks mean less time to host school visits during each term. Despite these changes, our team remains 
committed to ensuring that learners continue to have the opportunity to experience environmental 
education in a setting that complements their classroom learning and makes learning engaging, 
interactive and enjoyable. This quarter was dominated by school holiday from late April to late May, 
resulting in fewer school visits than usual. During this period, KEEP welcomed a few non-school groups 
from child-focused charities, orphanages as well as students from the International University of 
Management (IUM). This was the second consecutive year that IUM tourism students visited KEEP as 
part of their Animal and Plant Studies module, giving the students the opportunity to experience 
Namibia's biodiversity firsthand while at the same time gaining insight into practical conservation and 
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environmental education. By connecting academic learning with real-world experiences, KEEP helps 
prepare future professionals with a deeper understanding of Namibia's natural environment and the 
importance of its conservation. 

 

Our team also used the school holidays for our first outreach trip to the Ohangwena Region, where we 
had the opportunity to engage with learners beyond the programme's usual reach. The Giraffe 
ConservaTon FoundaTon (GCF) was invited by Eco-Fusion Namibia to parTcipate in the Namibia Future 
Leaders Winter Camp, which brought together school learners from different parts of the region. Eco-
Fusion Namibia is an organisaTon dedicated to empowering young people through leadership 
development, confidence building, environmental awareness and personal growth. 

The KEEP team delivered an environmental education session that encouraged learners to take 
greater responsibility for protecting the 
environment. The session culminated 
in the official launch of a new 
Environmental Club established by the 
participants. The outreach also 
demonstrated that our KEEP sylabus 
can be successfully adapted beyond our 
field-based activities at Daan Viljoen 
Game Reserve. It highlighted the 
potential to expand the programme 
through outreach initiatives, allowing 
our team to engage with learners in 
other regions of Namibia and extend 
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KEEP's impact beyond the Khomas Region should more such opportunities arise. 

“I learned many important things about confidence and leadership. Before the camp, I was shy to speak 
in front of people, but now I feel more confident. I also learned how important it is to protect our 
environment. I am happy to be part of the Environmental Club,” commented Simeon KamaT, a learner 
from Usko Nghaamwa Secondary School in Omungwelume, who described the camp as life-changing. 

Following the school holiday, our environmental educaTon acTviTes resumed and we hosted four 
schools, including Bergkaree Private School, a first-Tmer. The visit was organised by a teacher who had 
previously worked at one of KEEP's regular parTcipaTng schools and was familiar with the 

programme's value. It is rewarding to 
see the lasTng influence KEEP has on 
educators and schools. Teachers who 
have experienced the programme 
become advocates for environmental 
educaTon and introduce KEEP at their 
new schools. This demonstrates how 
the programme's impact extends 
beyond individual visits, allowing 
environmental awareness to grow 
through the networks and 
connecTons created over the years. 

During this quarter, the programme hosted a total of 913 students and 49 teachers from nine different 
schools and organisaTons. Thig brings our 2026 total parTcipaTon numbers to 2,519 students and 131 
teachers from 18 different schools and organisaTons. 

World Giraffe Day is one of GCF’s key annual events to celebrate the world's tallest land animal and 
raise awareness for giraffe conservaTon on 21 June every year. As part of this year's celebraTons, our 
team was invited by one of its regular parTcipaTng schools, Alludio Private School, to join in their 
World Giraffe Day celebraTons and talk 
about giraffe conservaTon to their learners. 
More than fidy learners from grade two to 
seven, together with their teachers, 
aeended the session, where they learned 
about giraffe ecology, the threats they face 
and the importance of giraffe conservaTon. 
The event created an opportunity to inspire 
the next generaTon of conservaTon 
champions and strengthen appreciaTon for 
Namibia's wildlife. 

Our calendar is almost fully booked for the next quarter, but there are still a few spaces available. This 
is an opportunity not to be missed, especially as the need for environmentally literate young people 
continues to grow. Environmental awareness and responsibility are best developed from a young age, 
allowing learners to grow up with a deeper understanding of their role in protecting the environment. 
Don’t miss out and get in touch!  
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A big thank you to all our generous donors for their con:nued and generous support. 

 

 


