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GCF continues to stand at the forefront of giraffe 
conservation in Africa, and we are proud to be 
recognised as leaders in the field. Our approach is 
rooted in solid science and strengthened through 
enduring partnerships built on mutual respect and 
trust.

In 2024/25, we approached this partnership 
concept in a new way by bringing many of our 
conservation and science partners together in 
Windhoek, Namibia. What began as an exciting 

idea soon became an intense but truly rewarding few weeks. In collaboration 
with the Smithsonian National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute (SCBI), 
we convened some of the brightest minds in conservation science for a five-day 
workshop to chart the next steps in giraffe conservation ecology. This inspirational 
gathering helped us review what we have done and identify critical knowledge 
gaps, revise strategies, and forge new partnerships – leaving us better equipped 
than ever to secure a future for all four giraffe species in Africa.

Immediately after this workshop, we followed up with another collaborative 
conservation milestone: GCF hosting the annual conference of the Southern 
African Wildlife Management Association (SAWMA). For the first time in its history, 
the conference moved beyond South Africa’s borders. While the committee 
initially feared limited participation, the event broke attendance records and was 
a resounding success – not only for GCF, but also for Namibia.

With our entire team already in Windhoek, we took the opportunity to continue with 
an internal conservation planning session. Another inspiring week of collaboration 
reminded us of the importance of coming together – to share ideas, to brainstorm, 
and to strengthen our collective vision. Of course, we were also eager afterwards 
to dive back into the “real work” on the ground!

This annual report shares many more highlights of what we achieved this past 
year. In an increasingly busy world we have developed this Annual Report so it is 
easy to read, and hope you will see the incredible progress made possible by our 
dedicated team and our strong network of partners.

Together, we can achieve so much more than in isolation. Together, we stand tall 
for giraffe.

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
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The Giraffe Conservation Foundation (GCF) is the only 

organisation in the world that concentrates solely on 

the conservation and management of giraffe in the 

wild throughout Africa.

We are a voice for giraffe!
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 Creativity & Courage

 Respectivity

 Integrity

 Accountability

 Collaboration

 GCF is an international science-
based conservation organization 
that provides innovative 
approaches to save giraffe in the 
wild.

 GCF is the go-to organization 
for giraffe conservation that is 
proactive and reactive, with a 
strong collaborative and dynamic 
team working within a network of 
partners on all levels.

 GCF is a leader in supporting a 
sustainable future for giraffe in/and 
their natural habitats.

 GCF will continue to organically 
grow and increase awareness to 
save giraffe in the wild.

United under a common goal, GCF is a family of organizations that consists of GCF Trust (Namibia), 
GCF-USA (Florida, USA), GCF-East Africa, and Freunde von GCF (Germany). All organizations 
are legally and financially separate entities with a shared commitment to a sustainable future for 
all giraffe populations in the wild operating under the umbrella of ‘one’ GCF. 

 To be a bold, independent organisation

  To be disciplined and ‘always on’

 To be an open book

 To not over-promise

 To be passionate

 To be courageous and ready to push boundaries

 To be open-minded and flexible

 To be adaptable and dynamic

 To build trustworthy partnerships  
     and relationships

WE ARE A VOICE FOR GIRAFFE 
 
GCF is the only organization in the world that 
concentrates solely on the conservation and 
management of giraffe in the wild throughout 
Africa. We are dedicated to securing a future 
for all giraffe populations in the wild. We 
envision a world where all giraffe can live 
wild and free within their historical ranges or 
habitats throughout Africa and are protected 
by the people around them.

Currently, GCF is involved in and supports 
giraffe conservation initiatives in 21 African 
countries, and our work has an impact on 
over 445,000 km2 (110 million acres) of giraffe 
habitat and concerns all four species of giraffe.

Our involvement is wide-reaching and 
ranges from project implementation to 
providing technical support to partners, 
from conservation monitoring to hands-on 
conservation actions, from environmental 
education for children to capacity 
enhancement of conservation experts 
including wildlife veterinarians.

WHAT ARE GCF'S 
CORE VALUES?

WHAT DOES GCF 
STAND FOR? WHAT DRIVES GCF?

WHO IS GCF?
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Meet the Team 
the people who are a  voice for giraffe
GCF’s core staff is made up of 18 people of 11 different nationalities, and who are based in five African 
countries. Such diversity is one of our most important strengths. Staff bring their experience and perspective 
from various backgrounds, education levels and family structures to the table and make it work. As 
an organization we have put a lot of effort into bringing this team together, overcoming challenges in 
communication and culture, resulting in a cohesive team. 

GCF is forward-thinking and committed to the growth and development of their staff, not just in terms of 
the conservation issues they grapple with daily, but also in terms of personal and interpersonal growth. The 
team is open, honest, sensitive and are prepared to do the work of understanding another’s perspective 
as they work with people, from community members to government officials, to do the necessary work to 
conserve giraffe.

Naemi Antonius – Program Officer, Environmental Education

Michael Brown – Conservation Science Coordinator

Petrus ‘Audi’ Ekandjo – Program Officer, NW Namibia

Julian Fennessy – Director of Conservation

Stephanie Fennessy – Executive Director

Martha Haukongo – Program Officer, Environmental Education

Rigardt Hoffman – Program Officer, Southern Africa

Adams Kipchumba – Program Officer, East Africa

Martina Küsters – Program Officer, Etosha Heights Conservation Centre

Courtney Marneweck – Conservation Technology Coordinator

Symon Masiaine – Program Officer, Reticulated Giraffe

Kudakwashe Mbaiwa – Finance & Office Assistant

Nicolette McNamara – Finance & Compliance Manager

Dominic Muema – Program Officer, KAZA TFCA

Arthur Muneza – East Africa Coordinator

Timoteus Mvula – Junior Program Officer, Environmental Education

Frederike Otten – Program Officer, Zambia

Sibolile Sankombe – Junior Program Officer, Environmental Education
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MESSAGE FROM THE GCF-USA BOARD CHAIR: 
TILL HOLLMANN

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Julian Fennessy

 Stephanie Fennessy

 ShariLeigh Gordon (Treasurer, until January 2025)

 Till Hollmann (Chair)

 Chris Kelsch

 Lars Markgren

 Austin Stewart (Treasurer, since February 2025)

 Tim Tetzlaff 

 Lindy van den Bosch

As GCF continues to grow in impact and in size, we are 
making sure that all checks and balances are in place to 
be fully accountable on all levels. Adding valuable skill 
sets and knowledge to the GCF-USA Board of Directors is 
a very important part of this process.

GCF’s multi-national Board of Directors includes 
professionals from six countries, four continents and 
diverse business profiles. Here are the members:

I could not be more proud of this team. As Chair 
of the Board, it is both an honor and a privilege to 
reflect on a year of remarkable progress – and to 
extend my heartfelt thanks to our donors, partners, 
and the dedicated team at GCF.

This year marked a major milestone for GCF: hosting 
the first SAWMA conference ever held outside of 
South Africa. The event broke attendance records 
and celebrated the power of collaboration that is 
at the heart of our mission.

GCF’s reach and impact continue to exceed 
our size. Though small in number, our team’s 
dedication and expertise have extended our 
influence to 21 countries across Africa. Together 
with our partners, we launched new national giraffe 

conservation strategies with governments and 
strengthened – strengthening our commitment 
to science-driven, locally led conservation. These 
frameworks are already shaping the future of 
giraffe conservation by ensuring that efforts are 
coordinated, effective, and sustainable.

Our work remains at the forefront of ecological 
research and innovative conservation. From 
advanced scientific studies and translocations 
to veterinary training and youth engagement 
through the KEEP program, GCF continues 
to take a holistic, science-based approach to 
securing a future for giraffe.

None of this would be possible without the 
generosity and trust of our donors and supporters. 

Your belief in our mission empowers us to 
make a real and lasting difference for all four 
giraffe species in Africa.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I extend 
my deepest gratitude to everyone who 
stands tall with us. Together, we are proving 
that a small team – united by purpose and 
supported by a global network of champions 
– can achieve extraordinary impact.

Thank you for your trust, your partnership, 
and your unwavering support. Thank you for 
standing tall with us.
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CROSS-CUTTING STRATEGY THEMES

GCF is a voice for giraffe in throughout Africa and internatinally. Our 
small yet effictive team currently supports giraffe conservation action in 
21 African countries. Our involvement varies and is far reaching as shown 
on the map. However, across all countries, GCF underscores a consistent 
approach:

 National Strategy Development: Partnering with governments and 
stakeholders to design actionable, science driven conservation strategies

 Translocation & Reintroduction: Returning giraffe to historical ranges 
(e.g. Angola, Zimbabwe) with rigorous pre-project feasibility and post-
release monitoring.

 Technology & Research: Deploying tools like GPS satellite tracking 
and genetic surveys to inform adaptive management decisions and assess 
long-term survival.

 Capacity Building & Education: Investing in local conservation skills 
– from wildlife vet training to bursaries for African students – to ensure 
sustainable, locally led action.
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ANGOLA

CAMEROON

NAMIBIA

CENTRAL 
AFRICAN REPUBLIC

SOUTH AFRICA

GCF IN ACTION

Conservation Health

Survey Support

Translocation

Vehicle Support

Illegal Trade 
Prevention

Action Plan / Strategy

Capacity Building / Education

Field Resources

Technical Support

Twiga Tracker

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF CONGO

NIGER

CHAD

SOUTH SUDAN

ETHIOPIA

NIGERIA

MOZAMBIQUE

BOTSWANA

ZAMBIA

KENYA

UGANDA

TANZANIA

MALAWI

ZIMBABWE

ESWATINI

RWANDA

LEGEND
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GCF partners with many organizations, institutions and individuals in Africa and around the world 
to save giraffe in the wild. Our impactful work is only possible with and because of these partners. 
Some partners stand out. They provide significant on-going and long-term support or outstanding 
collaboration furthering our efforts to securing a future for all giraffe in Africa.

Over time, partnerships evolve – some become stronger and others only temporary and focused 
on a specific project. Here we list the most important partners and collaborators for 2024/25, but 
in highlighting some, we always run the risk of missing someone. We hope we don’t. It is with huge 
gratitude and imense respect that we showcase a list of conservation partners and long-term donors 
here. Thank you for allowing to to come an even louder voice for giraffe this year. 

Our work is never done in isolation. Outstanding collaborations and strong 
partnerships are key to our conservation approach. 

KEY PARTNERS

Image by GCF15 16



As the leader in supporting the development and 
implementation of national giraffe conservation 
strategies and action plans throughout Africa, GCF 
continues to work hand-in-hand with governments, 
wildlife authorities, and local partners for more than a 
decade. Through this approach we have a proven track 
record and continue to make a difference for giraffe. 

Providing technical expertise and facilitation to 
develop science-based, locally owned frameworks 
that guide long-term giraffe conservation in their 
respective countries, forms an important part of 
our work. These strategies ensure that conservation 
actions are coordinated, effective, and aligned with 
national biodiversity goals. GCF has supported the 
development of strategies in over a dozen African 
countries, helped to elevate giraffe conservation on 

political and ecological agendas, and set the global 
standard for species-specific strategic planning.

Our commitment to science based, collaborative 
conservation, empowering local stakeholders, 
restoring ecological balance, and securing a future for 
giraffe across their native ranges illustrates the breadth 
of our work. This year, we provided targeted support to 
four giraffe range states to develop their own national 
strategies, which directly contributed to securing the 
future of two giraffe species: the northern and southern 
giraffe. At the same time, we continue to support all 
countries with existing National Giraffe Conservation 
Strategies and Action Plans in their implementation 
and we encourage the remaining range states to 
consider developing similar plans.

Cameroon

The first-ever National Giraffe Conservation Strategy for Cameroon (2025-
2030) was developed by GCF in close collaboration with the Cameroonian 
government and local NGO partner Biodiversity-Environment & 
Sustainable-Development (BEDD). Conservation stakeholders from 
academia, government and the local and international NGO community 
played a valuable role in developing the strategy that focuses on key 
actions such as the need to improve giraffe population numbers and 
range, assessing translocation opportunities and importantly, building 
local giraffe conservation capacity.

Kordofan giraffe currently live in small and fragmented populations in 
Cameroon and proactive conservation efforts are needed to restore and 
safeguard this subspecies of the northern giraffe. Since its development, 
the first Kordofan giraffe conservation initiatives are under way in northern 
Cameroon, and GCF is excited to follow up our pivotal role in developing 
the first-ever National Strategy, with supporting the implementation of 
key projects such as Kordofan giraffe and human dimension surveys, as 
well as building local student capacity as long-term investment in the 
people of the country.

          Chad

The GCF team was instrumental in the development of the first-ever National Giraffe Conservation Strategy 
(2024–2034) of Chad, providing critical technical facilitation throughout its development. The involvement 
of key stakeholders from across the country ensured that a strong strategy framework was developed 
for the long-term, wide-ranging, and included high-impact conservation actions. The optimistic vision of 
a “restored, viable, and widespread giraffe population in Chad’s natural habitats through the concerted 
engagement of all stakeholders” addresses critical knowledge gaps regarding Kordofan giraffe in the 
country, while aiming to develop and improve local giraffe management capacity. 

The broad reaching strategy aims to raise awareness among stakeholders and communities to unlock 
conservation opportunities while at the same time strengthening large-scale support in key landscapes 
where these threatened Kordofan giraffe currently occur. Importantly, ensuring a coordinated effort to 
establish improved Kordofan giraffe conservation in Chad is critical, so that key actions can follow, such as 
augmenting small remaining populations, identifying historical areas where they were locally extirpated, 
improving law enforcement, as well as research, monitoring, and management. Ultimately, it is vital to 
monitor the implementation of the strategy and disseminate new findings where feasible. 

Angola

In Angola, GCF supported the Instituto Nacional da Biodiversidade e Áreas de Conservação 
(INBAC), a government organization, to spearhead the development of the country’s first-ever 
National Giraffe Conservation Strategy and Action Plan (2025-2030). The initial workshop in Luanda 
brought together partners from across the conservation sector in Angola and set the vision of ‘a 
sustainable future for giraffe populations in Angola through good management of surveillance, ecosystems, 
research and dissemination, promoting regional cooperation and development’. Over the next five years 
Angola seeks to create an enabling environment to maximize the ecological and economic opportunities for 
southern giraffe conservation by:

 Increasing giraffe populations in Angola;

 Monitor the population dynamics of giraffe across their range; and

 Effectively protecting giraffe populations in key current and future areas: Iona, Kissama, Bicaur,  
     and Luengue-Luiana National Parks.

These important first steps are key for southern giraffe conservation in the country and GCF is proud to 
partner with INBAC for continued implementation.

         Zimbabwe

In Zimbabwe, GCF collaborates closely with the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority 
(ZimParks) to roll out multifaceted southern giraffe initiatives over the past five years. This recently 
included crafting the first-ever National Giraffe Conservation Strategy and Action Plan (2025-2035), 
along with conducting genetic assessments, supporting translocations, and carrying out population 
surveys. While the strategy lays the foundation for all southern giraffe conservation actions and 
guides their implementation, key activities were highlighted including country wide population 
surveys to understand where they live, how many there are, and how they are distributed, as well 
as genetic assessments to clarify subspecies status and ensure genetic diversity in conservation 
actions. Fitting GPS satellite tags to monitor movements, habitat use, and translocation outcomes 
was a major activity highlighted, along with emphasizing the need for improved capacity building 
such as training veterinarians, rangers and other conservation staff in best practices of capture, 
monitoring and management. Lastly, public awareness and environmental education, especially in 
and around protected areas, needs to play a critical role, alongside strengthening anti poaching 
measures, and fostering collaboration between private and public landholders. ZimParks has set the 
foundation for developing a solid giraffe conservation programme in the country and we are excited 
to continue supporting them.

NATIONAL GIRAFFE CONSERVATION STRATEGIES  
ONE COUNTRY AT A TIME!

Image by GCF
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In October 2024, in collaboration with the 
Smithsonian National Zoo and Conservation 
Biology Institute (SCBI), we hosted a pivotal 
international ecology-focused giraffe workshop 
in Namibia with partners from the academic and 
NGO community across Africa and around the 
world. Not only did we foster new and enhanced 
scientific partnerships, but we sought to strengthen 
the knowledge base, and advance future giraffe 
conservation actions across the African continent.

The workshop built upon GCF’s longstanding 
mission to ground giraffe conservation in robust 
scientific insights. The programme emphasized 
ecological research, bringing together wildlife 
scientists, conservation practitioners, and 
institutional experts to examine population 
numbers and range, behaviour, movement, 
physiology, and conservation interventions.

Looking Ahead

As a result, GCF and its partners are better positioned to:

 Integrate ecological data into future giraffe conservation plans and action strategies  
    in Namibia and across Africa.

 Enhance monitoring programmes using refined ecological metrics to track giraffe health, 
    movement, and habitat interaction.

 Engage with governments and communities by offering scientific legitimacy to policy  
    and conservation interventions.

 Scale up collaborative research by leveraging SCBI partnerships and regional expertise  
    for long-term impact.

This event marked a significant step in advancing giraffe conservation. By bringing ecological 
science to the forefront of strategic planning, the event strengthened scientific partnerships, 
provided actionable insights, and reinforced GCF’s leadership in creating evidence-based, 
conservation-minded frameworks for giraffe across Africa.

Key Highlights

 Focused Expertise: Scientists and experts 
deepened ecological knowledge specifically 
relating to giraffe adaptive behaviour in varying 
environments, responses to threats like habitat 
loss and human encroachment, and landscape-
level dynamics affecting giraffe distribution.

 Collaborative Networks: Fostered new 
partnerships across disciplinary silos – uniting 
ecologists, wildlife managers, and researchers 
from institutions in Namibia, across Africa and 
internationally.

 Strategic Framework Development: 
Participants worked toward strengthening 
regional conservation frameworks. They 
explored how insights from giraffe ecology 
can inform national strategies, data-driven 
translocations, habitat restoration, and 
management decisions.

 Actionable Outputs: Practical 
implementations of ecological findings, 
monitoring alongside targeted scientific 
studies were devised as key next steps for their 
conservation.

Our latest international workshop followed GCF’s 
earlier Indaba-style gatherings (2011, 2013, 2015) 
hosted collaboratively with the IUCN SSC Giraffe 
& Okapi Specialist Group, and the 2018 GCF-
SCBI Giraffe Conservation Science Symposium. 
Together, these forums aided to unify and elevate 
giraffe conservation science across Africa. Our 
latest collaborative meeting further strengthened 
this continuum by zeroing in on ecological science, 
reinforcing GCF and partners’ role as a hub for 
evidence-based conservation.

CONSERVING FOR THE FUTURE:       

PLANNING A COLLABORATIVE SCIENCE-BASED APPROACH 

19 20
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In mid-2025, GCF plans to release the State of 
Giraffe 2025 – the most comprehensive review 
to date of all four giraffe species populations 
in the wild. Integrally connected with this has 
been  the development of something truly 
groundbreaking: the Giraffe Africa Database 
(GAD). The backbone of all future giraffe  
numbers and distribution across the continent.

The GAD is the first ever, continent-wide, open-
access database for all four giraffe species. It 
brings together information from across Africa 
into one powerful tool, helping us to monitor 
populations, identify worrying trends early, 
and act fast when they need us most.

Hosted on GCF’s online geographic system 
(ESRI) platform, GAD draws from an incredible 
variety of data sources: aerial and ground 
surveys, government and NGO monitoring, 
scientific studies, interviews, and even expert 
estimates when no formal counts exist. Every 
new data point helps build a clearer picture of 
where giraffe species are thriving and where 
they are at risk.

With all this information in one place, we can 
track changes over time, compare populations 
within and across countries, and make smarter, 
faster conservation decisions. Very few species 
have the benefit of such a system. One of 
the leading examples is the African Elephant 
Database. We modelled GAD on that system 
so the two can work side by side. This means 
data on all of Africa’s giraffe and elephant 
species can be compared more easily, helping 
us see the bigger picture of how Africa’s wildlife 
is faring. Importantly, it gives us species- and 
population-specific insights. It’s a step toward 
holistic, connected conservation where 
information isn’t just species-specific, but 
part of a shared understanding of ecosystems 
across the continent.

The timing couldn’t be better with combined giraffe 
numbers assumed to be increasing across the 
continent. These are hopeful signs after decades 
of decline, but we can’t be complacent. Gains are 
fragile, and without close monitoring, they can be 
lost. GAD ensures we’ll see any changes early and 
respond before it’s too late.

GAD is more than just a database – it’s a 
continent-wide collaboration. Wildlife authorities, 
researchers, and conservation partners from across 
range states can both contribute and request 
information. Sensitive raw data is kept safe and 
private, but summary population numbers are 
shared (with permission) to help with conservation 
planning. This open approach builds trust, 
transparency, and stronger partnerships across 
Africa. With future IUCN Red List assessments 
planned, we believe GAD will provide a solid 
foundation from which informed decisions can 
more easily be made.

By filling data gaps, connecting people, and giving 
everyone the same, up-to-date information, GAD 
strengthens the fight against threats like habitat 
loss, poaching, and climate change. In short, GAD 
gives giraffe species conservation both a heartbeat 
and a central nervous system.

It’s proof that when science, openness, and 
collaboration come together, we can protect one 
of Africa’s most iconic species and keep its future 
standing tall.

A UNIFIED, OPEN-ACCESS LIFELINE:    THE GIRAFFE AFRICA DATABASE (GAD)
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Over the last three years, GCF 
has supported African Parks 
and the South Sudanese 
government to support 
the ongoing landmark GPS 
satellite tagging campaign 
across the Boma Badingilo 
Jonglei Landscape. A suite 
of wildlife – white-eared 
kob, Mongalla gazelle, tiang, 
African savanna elephant, 
African lion, critically 
endangered Nubian giraffe, 
and more – have been tagged 
to better understand local 
and seasonal movements, 
understand connectivity, 
and potential corridors. 
GCF has provided essential 
veterinary expertise and 
equipment, tracking devices, 
and operational support, 
culminating in the first-ever 
GPS tagging of Nubian 
giraffe in South Sudan.

Preliminary findings from 
these efforts have already 
yielded important movement 
data across multiple species, 

including the Nubian giraffe. 
Early results highlight how 
migratory behaviors – 
especially among gazelles 
and kob – are shaped by 
interactions between wildlife 
and human communities 
within this mosaic landscape. 
Importantly, the data has 
improved our understanding 
of Nubian giraffe distribution, 
range, and spatial ecology 
in this key region, including 
transboundary conservation 
efforts with Ethiopia.

By tracking animal movements 
with solar-powered, 
lightweight GPS satellite units 
– now small enough to attach 
to tails and ears – GCF and 
African Parks are identifying 
vital habitats and movement 
corridors within the parks’ 
combined 7.4 million acres. 
This knowledge is informing 
targeted anti-poaching patrol 
placement, habitat expansion 
planning, and community 
engagement strategies. 

Importantly, we can’t conserve 
what we don’t understand.

GCF’s role in this initiative 
underscores its strategic value 
in delivering cutting-edge 
conservation science that 
strengthens both policy and on-
the-ground protection for Nubian 
giraffe and other wildlife in one of 
Africa’s most critical ecosystems.

 500+ individual wildlife 
tagged in the Boma Badingilo 
Jonglei Landscape.

 First-ever GPS tagging of 
Nubian giraffe in South Sudan.

 7.4 million acres of critical 
habitat monitored.

 6 species tracked: Nubian 
giraffe, white-eared kob, 
Mongalla gazelle, tiang, African 
savannah elephant, African lion.

 Giraffe home ranges larger 
than expected need for broader 
habitat protection.

SATELLITE TRACKING OF NUBIAN GIRAFFE 
& OTHER WILDLIFE IN SOUTH SUDANEYES IN THE SKY: 
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Image by GCF

Functionality upgrades include interactive 
range maps, real-time project updates, and 
a simplified donation process and improved 
‘Adopt-a-Giraffe’ platform. A dedicated 
‘Science & Data’ section allows researchers and 
conservationists to access GCF publications 
and resources including the ‘Giraffe Resource 
Centre’. The mobile-optimized design ensures 
the experience is seamless on any device, 
crucial for global audiences.

Most importantly, the site is designed to tell 
stories – spotlighting the people, partners, 
and communities behind giraffe conservation 
success. By blending powerful visuals, 
compelling narratives, and easy ways to act, 
the new GCF website is more than a digital hub 

– it’s a rallying point for a global 
movement to secure a future for all 
giraffe species in the wild.

In summary, giraffeconservation.org 
is more than just our digital presence 
– it’s an active tool in GCF’s strategy 
for science, engagement, transparency 
and impact. From research sharing to 
inspiring supporters, from capacity building 
to tracking outcomes, the website helps us 
deliver on our mission. As we move forward, 
investment in its content, usability, and reach 
will continue to pay dividends in how giraffe 
conservation is understood, supported, and 
enacted across Africa.

A FRESH DIGITAL HOME FOR GIRAFFE CONSERVATION
A key pillar of GCF’s outreach, transparency, and 
scientific leadership is our online presence – 
especially our website, giraffeconservation.org. 
More than just a place to showcase our work, 
the site functions as a central platform where 
partners, supporters, academics, government 
agencies and the public can connect with what 
we do, explore giraffe conservation issues, 
access knowledge and environmental education 
resources, and engage with our impact.

In early 2025, we unveiled our redesigned 
website, offering a modern, accessible, and 
visually rich experience for visitors worldwide. 
The new platform is built to inspire, educate, 
and mobilize support for giraffe conservation, 
while reflecting GCF’s position as the world’s 
leading organization dedicated solely to 
saving giraffe in the wild.

The updated look features bold 
photography, clean layouts, and 
intuitive navigation, making it easier 
than ever to explore our global work 
– from translocations in Zimbabwe 
to community education in Niger. 
Streamlined menus guide visitors to 
country programs, research updates, 
and ways to get involved. The colour 
palette – drawn from giraffe coats, 
savannah grass, and African skies – 
creates a warm yet professional visual 
identity.
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GCF’s commitment to giraffe conservation extends far beyond protecting habitats and  
monitoring populations. We invest in people – from young schoolchildren in Namibia to early- 
career wildlife veterinarians across Africa – because we know that conservation success depends on 
skilled professionals and inspired future leaders. In 2024, two of our flagship initiatives demonstrated 
this commitment: training Africa’s wildlife veterinarians and inspiring Namibia’s youth. However, there 
is so much more we do. Visit our website to read more about the range of capacity building and 
environmental education support that we provide throughout Africa. Here we only highlight a small 
section of these efforts. 

TRAINING AFRICA’S WILDLIFE VETERINARIANS
In June 2024, we hosted our annual Wildlife Medicine and Chemical Immobilization Course in Namibia. 
This 12-day, hands-on training equips early-career veterinarians with the skills and confidence to work 
safely with wildlife. Since launching in 2022, the course has trained 24 wildlife veterinarians from 12 
African countries, building a growing network of skilled professionals who are already strengthening 
giraffe (and wildlife) conservation across the continent.

INSPIRING NAMIBIA’S YOUTH THROUGH KEEP
Closer to home, 2024 marked the eighth year of the Khomas Environmental Education Program (KEEP) 
– and another year of remarkable impact. KEEP reconnects young Namibians with nature, fosters 
sustainable living practices, and instills a lifelong sense of environmental responsibility.

This year, KEEP hosted 3,413 schoolchildren and 214 teachers from 31 schools and organizations, 
spending 91 days in the field. Since its launch in 2016, the program has now reached over 21,000 
children and 1,100 teachers, making it a cornerstone of environmental education in the Khomas Region. 
Our Nature Workbook, widely used as a teaching resource, has been distributed Africa-wide with more 
than 15,000 copies in English, French, Portuguese and Swahili.

Importantly, KEEP continues to adapt, evolve and expand its impact:

 Children from underprivileged backgrounds, including those from informal settlements around 
Windhoek, participated in nature outings – often a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

 We piloted a new initiative with five schools in Windhoek, planting 35 fruit trees and supporting 
clean-up campaigns in collaboration with the City of Windhoek. These projects empower schools to 
implement tangible sustainability actions beyond the classroom.

 Our team engaged with university students, youth leaders, and teachers, sharing tools and strategies 
for effective environmental education and sustainability practices.

TWIGA WETU: 
INVESTING IN 
PEOPLE, 
SECURING 
THE FUTURE
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Together, the African Wildlife Vet Course and KEEP 
represent the two ends of the conservation spectrum –  
from training the experts who safeguard Africa’s wildlife 
today, to inspiring the next generation of leaders who 
will protect it tomorrow. But both programs reflect our 
belief that conservation is, at its core, about people. 
By equipping today’s professionals and inspiring 
tomorrow’s leaders, we are securing a brighter future 
for giraffe – and for Africa’s wildlife as a whole.

By building capacity and fostering environmental 
stewardship, GCF is ensuring that giraffe – and 
countless other species – will have a brighter, more 
secure future across Africa.

Through your Twiga Wetu initiative we support tertiary 
level students throughout Africa and internationally 

to increase giraffe conservation research that 
provides important insights for the protection of all 
four giraffe species. In addition, our conservation 
team is a world leader in giraffe conservation 
science, and directly contributes to many scientific 
publications each year – an amazing achievement 
from such a small team working with so many local 
and international partners. Here is a list of peer-
reviewed papers that were published during this 
reporting period: 
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Fennessy J (2024) The evolution of tracking 
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Journal of Wildlife Research 54 20-34

Harvey RJ, Ferguson S, Fennessy J (2024) 

Operation Sahel: translocation and 
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STANDING TALL FOR TOMORROW
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Giraffe are one of Africa’s most iconic animals, 
easily recognized by its long neck, towering 
legs, and distinctive patterns. For a long time, 
they were considered a single species. But our 
scientific work – first from genetics, and now from 
skull shape – shows that giraffe actually consist 
of four distinct species, each facing different 
conservation challenges. 

Our team, including researchers from University’s 
of Cape Town and Madrid, analyzed the skulls 
of 515 individual giraffe, making this the largest 
dataset of its kind ever compiled. These specimens 
came from across Africa and were collected over 
decades in museums, field surveys, and taxidermy 
records. Using 3D scanning and advanced shape 
analysis techniques, we were able to study how 
skulls differ based on sex, age, and species.

WHAT DID WE FIND?

Males and females grow differently

 Male giraffe have larger skulls with more 
pronounced bony features, including thicker 
ossicones (the horn-like structures on top of the 
head). Female skulls tend to be smaller and more 
slender. These differences are likely driven by 
mating behavior and competition among males.

Giraffe in the north and south of Africa grow 
differently

 As giraffe mature, the shape of their skulls 
changes – this process is called ontogeny, and 
varies between populations in northern and 
southern Africa. This difference in growth patterns 
leads to adults with distinctly different skull 
shapes.

Four giraffe species are clearly distinct

 The study provides strong evidence that skull 
shape can reliably distinguish between the four 
genetically defined giraffe species. In particular, the 
shape and position of the ossicones vary between 
species. These physical differences support earlier 
genetic studies and help solidify the case for 
recognizing four separate species of giraffe.

Conservation depends on correct classification

   When treated as one species, their conservation 
status looks stable. But as four species, some 
qualify as Endangered or Critically Endangered. 
Accurate classification is therefore essential for 
designing targeted conservation actions and 
ensuring that no giraffe species is overlooked.

Our exciting collaborative research shows that 
giraffe are not just one species but a group of 
four, each with unique traits and needs. 

By studying the skulls of giraffe using 3D 
technology, we have provided a valuable new 
tool for species identification of giraffe which 
clearly marries our fascinating genetic results. For 
conservation, this means protection efforts must 
be adapted to the specific threats faced by each 
species. Recognizing giraffe’s hidden diversity 
is a critical step toward ensuring the long-term 
survival of all four giraffe species in the wild.

Kargopoulos N, Marugán-Lobón J, Chinsamy A, 
Agwanda BR, Brown MB, et al. (2024) Heads up–Four 
Giraffa species have distinct cranial morphology. PLOS 
ONE 19(12): e0315043. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.
pone.0315043

HEADS UP ALL FOUR GIRAFFA   SPECIES HAVE  DIFFERENT SKULLS

G - G. tippelskirchi
H - G. giraffa

A. G. camelopardalis B. G. reticulata

D. G. giraffaC. G. tippelskirchi

E. G. camelopardalis

G. G. tippelskirchi

H. G. giraffa

F. G. reticulata
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FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY

Our vital conservation work across Africa is 

only possible thanks to the generosity of our 

incredible donors and supporters. As priorities 

shift between giraffe species and across 

countries, our projects are often guided by the 

expertise and insights of our trusted partners. 

Throughout this process, we remain committed 

to keeping administrative costs as low as 

possible, ensuring that the majority of resources 

go directly toward conservation impact.At 

the same time, as a growing organization 

navigating challenging economic times, it 

is equally important that we demonstrate 

strong financial management and effective 
administrative systems. To reinforce this 

commitment, we have voluntarily undergone 

an independent audit of our financials, 
providing an additional layer of accountability 

and transparency. This allows us to maintain 

trust and ensure that every contribution is 

used wisely. Fortunately, giraffe capture the 

hearts of people everywhere. Their universal 

appeal helps us secure the support needed 

to continue our mission year after year. With 

your partnership, we can keep expanding our 

impact and safeguarding giraffes for future 

generations.

FUNDS RECEIVED
 (BY SOURCE)

Donor-Advised Funds Giraffe Surveys

Corporate National Conservation Strategies

Foundations / Funds Operational Expenses

Zoos /AAZKs Conservation Health Initiative

Individual / Private Giraffe Action Fund

Grants Conservation Translocations

Twiga Tracker Initiative

Twiga Wetu Initiative

Administrative Expenses

*All amounts are in USD.$149,526 $222,838

$168,675 $93,517

$296,046 $673,096

$575,791 $62,776

$450,746 $118,794

$4,749 $48,480

$126,268

$245,017

$182,568

EXPENDITURE

Programme 
& Grant Expenses 
(Conservation, Education 
& Awareness)

$1,590,786

$1,773,354

$1,645,533

$1,773,354

Administrative 
Expenses $182,568

TOTAL

TOTAL

TOTAL

18%

10%

35%

28%

9%

>1%

38%

5%

13%

3%

7%

14%

10%
3%

7%

10%

90%
GCF is proud to have 

once again earned 

the Platinum Seal of 

Transparency from 

Candid (formerly 

GuideStar). This marks 

the sixth consecutive 

year we have received 

this recognition, 

awarded for meeting 

the highest standards 

of accountability 

and openness in our 

operations and results. 

With this continued 

commitment to 

transparency, you can 

support our work to save 

giraffe in Africa with 

even greater trust and 

confidence.
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At GCF, we are constantly inspired by the incredible community that makes our work possible. Our wide donor base 
reflects a beautiful tapestry of support – from passionate zoo staff who go above and beyond for giraffe conservation, to 
individuals, companies, and foundations who believe in our mission and trust our team to deliver real impact. Together, 
you form a global network of giraffe champions, standing tall with us to secure a future for these gentle giants.

The passion and dedication of zoos around the world and their staff is truly unmatched, and their tireless efforts 
continue to be a cornerstone of giraffe conservation. But just as powerful are the countless individuals, families, and 
organizations who choose to give – sometimes in big ways, sometimes in smaller ways, but always with the same heart 
and determination to make a difference. Every contribution tells a story of hope, commitment, and love for giraffes.

While this report lists donations of US$300 and above, we want to emphasize that every single gift matters. Whether 
large or small, your generosity fuels conservation on the ground in Africa. To each and every one of you – we extend our 
deepest gratitude. Thank you for walking this journey with us and for standing tall for giraffe.

We would also like to shine a special spotlight on Shores, Tagman, Butler & Company, P.A. in Orlando, Florida, whose 
generosity goes far beyond financial contributions. By allowing us to use their postal address, offering pro bono 
administrative support, preparing our annual financial statements, and guiding us through U.S. compliance, they are 
true partners in our mission. In addition, the Metzger Group at Morgan Stanley provides expert care and stewardship 
of our investment portfolio, ensuring that your donations are managed wisely and sustainably for maximum impact.

$50,000 and above
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo

Glenmorangie

Murray Haseler

Maritz Family Foundation

Lars Markgren

Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens

Royal Zoological Society of Scotland

San Antonio Zoo

Wallace Research Foundation

Wildlife Conservation Alliance

$20,000-$49,999
In memory of Joseph & Velda Boenitz

European Union / CMS

Footprint Trust / The Safari Collection

Galanthus Foundation Trust

In memory of Carvel Wayne Glenn

The Glenn/Lamb Charitable Fund

Daniel M Houck II Living Trust

Kolmarden Zoo

Kratt Family Fund

Lehigh Valley Zoo

Sandra Moss

Natural Selection Safaris

Smithsonian National Zoo &

  Conservation Biology Institute

 

$10,000-$19,999
Africam Safari

Auckland Zoo

Chester Zoo

Dallas Zoo

Detroit Zoo

Fota Wildlife Park

Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens

Lake Tobias Wildlife Park

Linda McIngvale

Mey Share Foundation

Andrew Purdie

Virginia Zoo

Vulli-Sophie La Girafe

Woodland Park Zoo

$5,000-$9,999
Blank Park Zoo

Cambia Health Foundation

Cranaleith Foundation

Dublin Zoo

Explorers Against Extinction

Flossic Familly

Fort Wayne Zoo

Sallyann Garner

Till Hollmann

Lion Habitat Ranch

Milwaukee Zoo

Odense Zoo

Mary Pennington

Reid Park Zoo

Riverbanks Zoo & Garden

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Siemens Healthineers

Stichting Wildlife

Pamela J Tate

Wags & Menace Make A

  Difference Foundation

White Post Farm

Wilhelma Zoo Stuttgart

Terry & Douglas Young

$2,500-$4,999
Africa Adventure Consultants

Bellewaerde Belpark

Birmingham Zoo

Chantecaille Beaute

Friends of Chattanooga Zoo

Mark Diekmann

First Rand Namibia Foundation 

  Trust

Robert Fulton

Victoria Gordon & Rob Bradley

Sue Heim

Henry Vilas Zoo

Hirth Family Fund

In memory of Anne Innis Dagg

IUCN Save Our Species /  

  European Union

Kristine Karnos

Ann Marie Kohlligian

Longnecks for Longnecks

Clive Mathieson & Miranda

  Murphy

NEW Zoo & Adventure Park

Out of Africa Wildlife Park

John & Nuri Pierce

Jimmy Sanders

Schrute Farms

The Hyde Family Foundation

CK Torrence III

Jorge Vazquez

Wilderness Travel

Woburn Zoo

Friends of Zoo Boise

Zoo Knoxville

Zoos South Australia

$1,000-$2,499 
African Safari Wildlife Park

B Bryan Preserve

Binder Park Zoo

Bioviva

Blackpool Zoo

Boissière Mervent Conservation /        

  Zoo de La Boissière du Doré

Buffalo Zoo

Cameron Park Zoo

Robena Cornwell

Margaret Croucher

Colleen Crowley

Donna De Weil

Detroit Zoo AAZK Chapter

Dickerson Park Zoo

EGW Trust

Philip Fico

Lauren & Edward Geiser

Lucy Hairston

Michael & JoAnn Hamm

Katie Harrison

Vaughn Hasslein

David Heidtman

Joy Helbing

Graeme Hunter

Klara Kurowski

Laughs for Giraffes

LDL Peterson Family Charitable     

  Fund

Lee Family Charitable Giving

Los Angeles Zoo

Sheryl & Gary Lum

Maryland Zoo

Susanna McDonald

Mesker Park Zoo & Botanic   

  Garden

Drew Monaghan & David Dibley

Linda & Bill Murray Charitable 

  Fund

Jacqueline Ng

Jennifer Nguyen

Nogeyama Zoological Gardens

Orin & Vicky Oberlander

Our Green House

David Penswick

David Posner

Cheryl Rothman Giving Fund

Sedgwick County Zoo

St. Louis AAZK Chapter

Diane Stone

Kristina Stump

John Sturtevant

Jennifer Theissing

Traxler & Hatch Family      

  Charitable Fund

Margaret & Robert Van Andel

Laurel Walsh

Zoo Dresden

$500-$999 
A Buck of Kindness Fund

AfriMove / CEFE-CNRS

Linda Anderson

Ass Arche Lieu Dit Les 

  Taubayes

ATI Holidays

Rachel Bhattacharyya

Marie Bittner

Ann Boyd Richardson

Günter & Birgit Brettschneider, 

  Tina Oberprieler

Meg Burns

Matthew Campbell

Cape May County Zoo AAZK 

  Chapter

Casela Nature Parks

in memory of Joan Clyborne

Adyn Coleman

Oliver Crowther

Christopher Dack

Marjorie Darby

Lisa DeSimone

David Donabedian

Brad Edwards

Environmental Investment Fund 

  of Namibia

Michael Fennessy

Peter Fogtdal

Mark & Indra Frank Giving Fund

Kathy Gerry

Gewirtz/Johnson Family 

Foundation

Giardino Zoologico di Pistoia

Sam Gorstein

Damon & Teri Ground

Dianne & Jeffrey Hall

Michael Hamm

Harrington-Spink Charitable 

  Fund

Dianne Hoaglin

Hopkins-Dupuy Charitable Fund

Amber Howars

Michael Hughes

Kelly-Moss Road & Race Inc

Julia Lapitino

Nancy Latner

Marcia Linville

Joe Maimone

Marcus Marsden

Barbara Mcintyre

Bruce & Eleanor McLear

Katya Melluish

Michael Menna

Robert Menzies

Dinah Miller

Christine Mittelstead

John Murphy

Istvan Zoltan Nagy

Norristown Zoo

Oklahoma City Zoo & Botanical 

  Garden

Roma Oxford

Kathryn & Peter Ozimek Giving 

  Fund

Debra Ramsey

Virginia Rogers

Jason Rubin

Six Flags Theme Parks

Smoking Giraffe

Sonja Sorbo

Lilly Spitz

Kristen Tauber

Lucy Teuten

The Dixit Family Gift Fund

The Wilds

Amy Turner

Twiga Coffee

Jason Verveda

James & Judith Wall

James Weckerle

Jeff White

Penelope Wright

Yokohama Zoo Zoorasia & Team   

  ShoeZ

$300-$499 
James Adams

Jackie Alschuler

Antonio Giovanni Angioi

Karen Back

Lindsay Banks

Lauren Birks

Alisa Kate Bowen

Barbara Clark

Sandra Cregan

Laura Daugherty

Bertram Edelstein

Gloria Freeman

Joyce Fuller

Denise Gaines

Nicole Gallo
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Dominick Gianikos

Paula Gienapp

Edward Gilpin

Sarah Goldsmith

Sarah Green

Judith Gust

Miriam Harrington

Dirk Heimermann

Sylvia Hepler

Andrew Hollo

Jo Jack

Pippa Jolly

Susan Kirby

Elizabeth Kolbe

Karen & Mark Koten

Gwendolyn Lee

Jeanne Lehmann

Christianne Leidecker

Wayne Little

Ann Marie Marinaccio

Jean McCarty

Georgina McKenzie

Georgann Meadows

Memphis Zoo Giraffe Keepers

Mathieu Menard

Chris Mifflin
Jacob Miller

Megan Miller

Lynette Morgan

Valeria Nava-Jimenez

Julie Newcome

Maureen O’Donovan
Alistair Palmer

Dallas Passmore

Justine Pawlak

Peoria Zoo

Joan Phillips

Jenna Pratt

Marijo Racciatti

David Rafferty

Michael Reardon

Alan Redder

Susan Riley

Graham Ritchie

Monika Rodas

Brenda Serniak

Lindsay Sharpe

Lisa Shields

Sonja Sorbo

Daniel St Onge

St Paul’s College Namibia
Heather Stalter

Marc Talisman

Lena Townsend

Emmanuelle Verdickt

Rebecca Wallace

Bettina Weber

Patricia Zagelow

KARMA
d e s i g n

 giraffeconservation.org

Reporting Period:

1 March 2024- 28 February 2025

 info@giraffeconservation.org

CONTACT 
Giraffe Conservation Foundation
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