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Background 

Pian Upe Wildlife Reserve (WR), located 

in the Karamoja subregion of eastern 

Uganda, is the second largest protected 

area and the largest reserve in the 

country. Historically, Pian Upe WR 

supported one of Uganda’s largest 

populaBons of the criBcally endangered 

Nubian giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis 

camelopardalis). By the mid 1990s, 

however, regional instability and illegal 

hunBng associated with poliBcal unrest 

led to their local exBncBon. 

The Giraffe ConservaBon FoundaBon 

(GCF) and the Uganda Wildlife Authority 

(UWA), together with partners 

supported a series of conservaBon 

translocaBons to re-establish this 

historically, ecologically, and culturally 

significant giraffe populaBon. To date, 

these collaboraBve efforts have resulted 

in two giraffe translocaBons to Pian Upe 

WR: 14 were giraffe released in 

November 2019, and 15 giraffe in 

November 2021.  

Methods 

GCF in collaboraBon with UWA, and 

with support from Space for Giants and 

Chester Zoo, conducted a photographic 

survey of the Nubian giraffe in Pian Upe 

WR between 4-7 April 2023 using 

individual-based spaBally explicit 

photographic survey methods. 

Results 

During the survey, the team covered 

over 214 km and observed 34 unique 

giraffe, including seven new calves (five 

males, two females). These calves were 

the first giraffe born in Pian Upe WR 

since giraffe were exBrpated from this 

region in 1996. All but two of the iniBal 

founder populaBons were encountered 

and observed during these surveys. We 

es4mate the current popula4on of 

Nubian giraffe in Pian Upe WR to be 34-

36 individuals.  

 

Herd size ranged from one single 

individual to a maximum of 29 

individuals. Larger herds were 

comprised predominantly of adult 

females with calves. All herds were 

observed in the whistling thorn 

(Vachellia drepanolobium) savannahs 

east of the main road. All encounter 

records were uploaded to a dedicated 

online database on the GiraffeSpo`er 

plaaorm.  

This populaBon growth is a posiBve 

early indicator of translocaBon success. 

ConBnued post-translocaBon 

populaBon monitoring is criBcal for 

documenBng conBnued recruitment 

rates and calf survival in this newly re-

established populaBon.  
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