uia Taxonomy & Populations

Class: Mammalia (Mammals)
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Order: Artiodactyla

Family: Giraffidae

Genus: Giraffa

Species: Northern giraffe
Giraffa camelopardalis

Subspecies: West African giraffe
Giraffa camelopardalis peralta

There are an estimated 600 West African giraffe remaining in the wild and all of them live in Niger. Aimost all of the West African giraffe live
in an isolated pocket (the Giraffe Zone) east of the capital Niamey. This is part of the transition zone of Niger’s W National Park Biosphere
Reserve, which includes the central zone of Kouré, the Dallol Bosso, and the Fakara Plateau. In 2018 GCF, together with the Government
of Niger, translocated eight West African giraffe to the Gadabedji Biosphere Reserve to establish a new satellite giraffe population in order
to assist the population’s growth in number and range. Gadabediji formed part of the historic range of the West African giraffe before they
were locally extirpated in the 1970s due to a severe drought and illegal hunting. In Niger, giraffe share their living space with local villagers
and their livestock, and as all areas are unfenced, the giraffe can move freely year-round in search of food.
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Giraffe in Niger
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As more and more natural ‘tiger bush’ is converted into agricultural land and an increasing West  Afr raffe’ arred
need for fuel wood in Niamey and its surrounding areas causes deforestation, giraffe habitat ) %S't i rican " dira be Sh’ prﬁ. e;rg
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they raid their crops when feeding. Giraffe show a particular liking for beans and mangoes egega ld lan d gc cllia ”sppﬁ)], S .ruﬁs
and sometimes trample millet. Often, farmers chase the giraffe away, which can lead to and grassland. ogasonally, the giralie
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Traffic accidents Faidherbia albida. Balanit ”
As giraffe share their habitat with people and their livestock in open and unfenced areas, diunerbia aibida, Daldflites aegyptiacd
and Ziziphus mauritiana, amongst

traffic accidents, although rare, can pose a threat to giraffe. . . .
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Since the mid-1990s illegal hunting (poaching) has continually decreased and today monlt?rgg Sandtrﬁtsteatmhr’] '”f'“d'”ghthe
incidents are rare to non-existent. As the giraffe numbers are increasing, their range further ;Jhset OW t A?é'l elilte _ecﬁnor:)gy, SI ow
expands into areas of higher insecurity and less protection. It is important to recognise that ha oSt Alrican g'rafeth ave large
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are the largest in Africa. During the rainy

appropriately. .
ppropriately season, the giraffe tend to move more

Climate change . h of food. And ihei
A combination of rising temperatures and more severe droughts related to climate change N Search O 1000. ARG NOW, a5 thelr
numbers increase, they are moving even

may have an impact on Niger’s giraffe. This could in turn increase other threats such as further afield. wh definit .
habitat loss and fragmentation, human-giraffe conflict, and illegal hunting. urtneratield, where a aetinite expansion
of their range can be observed.
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- sustainable future for all giraffe populations in the wild.
GCF is the only NGO in the world that concentrates solely

on the conservation and management of giraffe in the

wild throughout Africa.

giraffeconservation.org
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