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Nubian giraffe G. c. camelopardalis

Nubian giraffe in Kenya
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Reticulated giraffe Girarfa reticulata

Reticulated giraffe in Kenya
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Masai giraffe Girarfa tippelskirchi

Masai giraffe in Kenya

Shimba Hills NR

Maanzoni-Malinda Ranches

Nairobi NP

Athi-Kapiti Plains & Machakos Ranches
Naivasha-Nakuru Ecosystem
Magadi-Namanga Ecosystem

Maasai Mara Ecosystem

Amboseli Ecosystem

Tsavo East & West NP
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system, which mea
1e size and composition of herds change: dept
‘on environmental factors and seasons, individ
or small groups will either merge with or split from a
herd. To increase vigilance and the protection of calves
from predation by large carnivores, adult female giraffe
sometimes form large herds or calf creches. Mature

bulls can be seen roaming either alone or togeth

Class: Mammalia (Mammals)
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Order: Artiodactyla

YA 18‘1 IR” F Taxonomy & Populations

Family: Giraffidae

Genus: Giraffa

Species:

Masai giraffe
Giraffa tippelskirchi

Nubian giraffe

Giraffa camelopardalis camelopardalis
(subspecies of northern giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis)

Reticulated giraffe
Giraffa reticulata

Giraffe in Kenya

Until recently, giraffe were classified as one species with
nine subspecies, occurring in 21 countries in Africa.
However, our new research shows that there are indeed
four distinct species of giraffe; three of these species
occur in Kenya. * Sl?q“ﬁm
Reticulated giraffe roam northern and eastern Kenya;
Masai giraffe inhabit the savannah and woodlands of
southern Kenya; and Nubian giraffe (a subspecies of the
northern giraffe, formerly Rothschild’s giraffe) have been
introduced to several natural and new fragmented areas in
western and central Kenya.

In the last two decades, Masai giraffe have declined by
more than 50%, while reticulated giraffe have experienced
an even greater decline of approximately 60%. Nubian
giraffe have increased from 130 individuals in the 1970s
to the current estimate of 625 individuals — which is ,_. BOG&:"A
a significant increase. This increase in Nubian giraffe NRY
estimates is a result of increased conservation attention .
through more scientific studies and long-term monitoring
efforts.
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Kenya, a hotspot for giraffe in East Africa, has a total of HELL'S GATE NP ¥
29,200 giraffe, which account for aimost 30% of giraffe A '

in Africa. Reticulated giraffe are the most abundant giraffe MASAI MB

species in Kenya (approximately 15,650 individuals), NP

followed by Masai giraffe (approximately 12,700

~ DODORI
individuals), and finally Nubian giraffe (only approximately - HILLS NP . CRORINR

625 individuals). NBOSELI

Nubian giraffe - approximately 625
Giraffa camelopardalis camelopardalis

Reticulated giraffe - approximately 15,650

Giraffa reticulata

Masai giraffe - approximately 12,700
Giraffa tippelskirchi

Local history of giraffe

Giraffe are one of the most iconic and easily recognisable species
in Africa. There is a wide array of local names for giraffe in Kenya:
twiga (Swabhili), ekorii (Ateso), kanyiet (Elgon), nddiga (Gikuyu),
tiga (Kalenjin and Luo), ndwiya (Kamba), etiika (Luhya), oloodo-
kirragata or olchangito-oodo (Maasai), lenywa (Meru), and iment
(Samburu). Historically, giraffe roamed throughout most parts of
Kenya, and they played an important cultural role in indigenous
communities. Apart from their meat for sustenance, their hides
and tails were prized for their strong leather and also used as
bridal gifts. Rapid expansion of the human population and the
consequent changes in land-use practice has severely fragmented
the habitat and range of giraffe in Kenya. In the case of Nubian
giraffe, the rapid decline of their numbers in the mid-1900s
almost led to their local extirpation (local extinction). To secure
and further their conservation, Nubian giraffe have since been
reintroduced into new areas as well as parts of their former native
range in Kenya.

Copyright © Giraffe Conservation Foundation 2018

e R N I SR - AR &

(5IRAFFE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

The Giraffe Conservation Foundation (GCF) is dedicated to a
sustainable future for all giraffe populations in the wild.
GCF is the only NGO in the world that concentrates solely
, on the conservation and management of giraffe in the
I wild throughout Africa.
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