Taxonomy & Populations

Class: Mammalia (Mammals)

¥

Order: Artiodactyla

Family: Giraffidae

Genus & Species:

Nubian giraffe

Giraffa camelopardalis camelopardalis
Formerly known as Rothschild’s giraffe, it has been
shown to be genetically identical to Nubian giraffe, a

subspecies of northern giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis

Reticulated giraffe Giraffa reticulata
formerly known as subspecies G. c. reticulata

Masai giraffe Giraffa tippelskirchi
formerly known as subspecies G. c. tippelskirchi

Giraffe in Kenya

Up until now, giraffe have always been classified as one

species with nine subspecies, occurring throughout 21

countries in Africa. However, new research shows that

there are now four distinct species of giraffe, of which

three occur in Kenya. Reticulated giraffe roam northern

and eastern Kenya; Masai giraffe inhabit the savanna and

woodlands of southern Kenya; and the Nubian giraffe

(formerly Rothschild’s giraffe), which has been reduced

to several fragmented populations, occurs in western

and central Kenya. In the last two decades, Masai giraffe

have declined by 50%, while reticulated giraffe have

declined by approximately 70%. Masai giraffe are the

most abundant giraffe species in Kenya (approximately

12,000 individuals), followed by reticulated giraffe

(less than 9,000 individuals), and finally Nubian giraffe

(approximately 400 individuals). Giraffe in Kenya occur MT. ELGQO)
Nubian giraffe c. c. camelopardalis within all types of land,which includes national parks, NP

game reserves, communal land, and private ranches. &
L. BOGORIA

NRY BUFFALC
Bungoma SPRINGS NR

Baringo .
West Pokot ottt L. NAKURU @

Kitale OO R M NP . MWEA NR @
‘o 4 \F - -
Nairobi | e

, ]
Elgeyo-Marakwet : e | b 5 : MASAl M N = } ®
Homa Bay & N NP

- CHYULU

Nakuru

40

Reticulated giraffe Girarfa reticulata

Marsabit e

Isiolo male giraff e SO S8 18
large . Mature bu Is can be seen roamin T e Nubian giraffe - approximately 400
. BN NN @G. c. camelopardalis
alone ortogether in smaller numbers, occasm | g

joining different herds of giraffe. Reticulated giraffe - less than 9,000
Samburu L ol [ Giraffa reticulata

Mandera

Wajir

Meru Masai giraffe - approximately 12,000

Laikipia - ' Giraffa tippelskirchi

Garissa

Local history of giraffe

500 1000
Giraffe are one of the most iconic and easily recognisable
Masai giratfe Girarfa tippelskirchi 4 mammal species in Africa. They have several local names in
v Kenya: twiga (Swahili), ekorii (Ateso), kanyiet (Elgon), nddiga
_ , ‘ (Gikuyu), tiga (Kalenjin and Luo), ndwiya (Kamba), etiika
Nairobi ' _ (Luhya), oloodo-kirragata or olchangito-oodo (Maasai), lenywa
Machakos/Makueni : (Meru), and iment (Samburu). Historically, giraffe roamed
throughout most parts of Kenya, and they played an important
cultural role in indigenous communities. Apart from their meat
. for sustenance, their hides and tails were prized for their strong
Kitui LAFTBE . g o e e ke leather and used as bridal gifts. Rapid expansion of the human
Nakuru o, R Y et S o S population and the consequent changes in land use practice has
Tana River R LA D Ry 5 SR severely fragmented the habitat and range of giraffe in Kenya.
AN —— R 3 D e In the case of Nubian giraffe, the rapid decline of population
ata Tavels I . ) numbers in the mid 1900s almost led to their local extirpation
I N N i et o S anill (local extincion). Since then, Nubian giraffe have been re-
Kajiado e e R e e L L P s el introduced into parts of their former, native range in Kenya in
500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 IR i R e T T e e e e order to secure and further their conservation.
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Giraffe Conservation Foundation (GCF) is dedicated to a
sustainable future for all giraffe populations in the wild.
GCF is the only NGO in the world that concentrates solely
on the conservation and management of giraffe in the
wild throughout Africa.
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