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Conservation Status

Until recently, giraffe were classified as one species with
nine subspecies, occurring naturally in 21 countries in
Africa. However, GCF’s research has shown that there

are indeed four distinct species of giraffe. Three of these
species occur in Kenya: Masai giraffe (Giraffa tippelskirchi),
reticulated giraffe (G. reticulata), and Nubian giraffe,

which is one of the three subspecies of northern giraffe

(G. camelopardalis). In Kenya, only the Nubian giraffe is
listed as Endangered under the Wildlife Management and
Conservation Act, 2013.

In the last 35 years, Masai giraffe have declined by more
than 50%, while reticulated giraffe have experienced an
even greater decline of approximately 60%. At the same
time, Nubian giraffe have experienced an increase of
approximately 40%, from 130 individuals in the 1970s to

of the Nubian giraffe is a direct result of conservation
actions such as translocations, range expansion, applied
conservation science, and long-term monitoring.

Today, reticulated giraffe are the most abundant giraffe
species in Kenya (approximately 15,785 individuals),
followed by Masai giraffe (approximately 15,807
individuals), and finally Nubian giraffe (only approximately
768 individuals). Overall, Kenya is a giraffe hotspot in East
Africa, with an estimated giraffe population of 32,300,
which accounts for approximately 28% of all the giraffe in
Africa.
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Local history of girff

Giraffe are one of the most iconic and easily recognisable species
in Africa. There is a wide array of local names for giraffe in Kenya:
twiga (Swahili), ekorii (Ateso), kanyiet (Elgon), nddiga (Gikuyu),
tiga (Kalenjin and Luo), ndwiya (Kamba), etiika (Luhya), olmara
(Maasai), lenywa (Meru), and ormeut (Masaai and Samburu).
Historically, giraffe roamed throughout the country, and they played
an important cultural role in indigenous communities. Apart from
their meat for sustenance, their hides and tails were prized for
their strong leather and used as bridal gifts. Rapid expansion of
the human population and the consequent changes in land-use
practice have severely fragmented their habitat and range in Kenya.
In the case of Nubian giraffe, their rapid decline in the mid-1900s
almost led to their local extirpation (extinction). Since then, targeted
reintroductions into parts of their former native range and new
areas in Kenya are securing their future.
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Class: Mammalia (Mammals)

Order: Artiodactyla
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Family: Giraffidae

Genus, Species and Subspecies:

Giraffa camelopardalis
@G. ¢. antiquorum
G. ¢. cameloparadalis
G. c. peralta

Giraffa giraffa
G. g. angolensis
G. g. giraffa

Giraffa reticulata

Giraffa tippelskirchi
G. t. thornicrofti
G. t. tippelskirchi
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Nubian giraffe - approximately 768
Giraffa camelopardalis camelopardalis

Reticulated giraffe - approximately 15,785

Giraffa reticulata

Masai giraffe - approximately 15,807
Giraffa tippelskirchi
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The Giraffe Conservation Foundation (GCF) is dedicated to a
sustainable future for all giraffe populations in the wild.
GCF is the only NGO in the world that concentrates solely
on the conservation and management of giraffe in the
wild throughout Africa.

giraffeconservation.org




