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Taxonomy &
Populations

IUCN — Least Concern (LC): as aspecies

* Endangered (2008): G. ¢. perallé (West Afrigan ¢ Class: Mammalia (Mammals)

CITES — Not Listed Order: Artiodactyla

In 1998 the fotal number of giraffe in Africa was estimated by IUCN at greater than 140,000 individuals. In 2013,

best estimates by the GCF have the Africa-wide populationat = individuals — ecompassing

all (sub)species. Efforts are underway to build up a more Hﬂﬂuraiwansuﬂﬂftheﬂsm”ﬁdapnwlﬂﬁﬂﬁl in
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Conservation Significance e RS

Giraffe are agents of habitat and landscape change. They open up areas and promote growth of new forage for r |
themselves and other wildlife. 4 | ! i

Moderate giraffe browsing has been shown to stimulate shoot production in certain Acacia species. Giraffe browsing can f
furthermore benefit Acacia species as seed consumption favours seed dispersal into non-shaded habitats and enhances |
the potential for seed germination through the beneficial effects of its digestive processes.

Giraffe are also thought to play a role in pollination. Research in Kenya highlighted that, in areas protected from giraffe \} _1: 34 - ' v

and other mega-herbivores, some Acacia species declined and the knock on effect to other species was considerable. . o Llr B
N T | "

There is a mutually beneficial relationship between giraffe and oxpecker birds, or obligates in the absence of oxpeckers. ‘-. Mﬂ

Giraffe are host to various parasitic ticks and the benefit from oxpeckers and other birds removing ticks is considerable.

Economic Significance T
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The giraffe’s primary economic benefit is its evolutionary uniqueness. Images of giraffe are used daily around the world.
Their unmistakable silhouettes and evocative images are regularly used in advertising to sell anything from tea bags to
wine, from whisky to mobile phones and even the FIFA World Cup.

However, it is the tourist dollar which interests ‘stakeholders’ most. There is barely a safari brochure or travel operator in
the world that does not use a giraffe to sell Africa as an exciting holiday destination. In essence, giraffe market Africal

In comparison to other large herbivores like elephant and buffalo, and highly lucrative predators, giraffe cannot compete
as a significant source of revenue in the trophy hunting market.

Management Priorities R 20,000
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the international stage, increasing awareness for the plight of the

giraffe.
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A lack of long-term research including ecology, physiology Eaﬂel:rmﬁdirilf?'& e profecting exsing, haviat for gre anc G. . cameloparaalis <630
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Giraffe populations are requlated in part by natural mortality

caused by predation (varying from population to population

across the continent). Even adult male girafie can be

predated by lions, but sub adults and calves are particularly

vulnerable and can be taken by hyena, leopard, cheetah, 1 Th reats
crocodile, and of course, humans! "

ol B Poaching, human population growth, impact of war and civil
Additionally, malnutrition, a result of limited dry season i USSR unrest, diseases, habitat loss, habitat fragmentation and

food quality and quantity, and diseases including anthrax g -7 2% '_‘_ " habitat dﬂgratilatiun l:ur_nhinﬂd impact giraffe distribution
and rinderpest play a role in limiting population growth. N Syl across the African continent.

Many threats arise from conflict and competition (direct, indirect

or perceived) for resources with humans and their domestic stock.
Habitat degradation and destruction is caused by the increase

of agriculture, pastoralism, uncontrolled timber and fuel wood
harvesting. Damages to crops are another cause of human-wildlife
conflict and potential disease transmission can result from close
contact with domestic livestock. Giraffe outside of protected areas are
even known to have been hit by vehicles!
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Giraffe are competing with other more charismatic
creatures, The common misconception that there are
abundant giraffe around is exacerbated by their currently
putdated conservation status and profile,

It is estimated that giraffe numbers are less than a fifth of
those of the African elephant which is currently classified

as 'vulnerable’, while giraffe is classified as ‘least concern’, Habitat fragmentation caused by human population expansion

and encroachment isolates giraffe populations from gene flow

and exchange of genetic diversity. This has restrictive implications
on the evolutionary potential of the species. Isolated populations

and populations having undergone bottlenecks are in danger of
progressive mating of relatives that will eventually result in increased
levels of inbreeding.

The magnitude of illegal hunting and its role in driving
change in giraffe population dynamics is an aspect that is
still poorly understood.
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Giraffe Conservation Foundation (GCF) Is dedicated
to securing a future for all giraffe populations in the wild.
GCF is the only charity in the world that concentrates solely on
the conservation of this most quintessential of
Africa’s mega-herbivores and its habitat.

www.giraffeconservation.org



